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Greetings!

My name is Beth Fulmer, and | am IRIM’s new
Volunteer Coordinator. | am so excited to be
working with the best group of volunteers in
Chicago! During my service to Interfaith, | hope t
make your volunteer experiences satisfying, kee
you engaged in the work and mission of IRIM, a
noow $ remind you that you are the reason the agency i

% & % able to offer the wide-ranging services it does.

- Since | began in November, | have already see
( how much our clients and staff benefit from your
) o+ & time, talents, care, and efforts.
"+

£ g | encourage you to stop by our office to say hellg

0 41 "+ The staff and | are here to answer any questions
$ address any concerns, or link you with other
I 2 resources in the Chicago area. Your ideas and
% 0 " input are valuable, and IRIM wants to hear fro
"+t 3 you. We hope that this newsletter aimed at IRIM
"+ 8. ( volunteers will be the start of an open dialogue
% # 4 5 between all of our dedicated volunteers. | ceryai

welcome your feedback and hope you will feel f
to call or email me with future submissions at
(773) 989-5647 x232 or efulmer@irim.org

The mission of Interfaith Refugee and Are you looking for more

Immigration Ministries, in partnership information about refugees,

with congregations, organizations, anc the countries they come from The United Nations High
others in lllinois, is to provide direct  or the U.S. Resettlement Commission on Refugees
services to refugees and immigrants Program? How about some www.unhcr.org

and to encourage involvement in ELT tips? The UNHCR has wonderful online
yvorlt_j an(_j domestic refugee issues an Here are a few of our favorite publl(fatlons about the state of the . . \vorld Service
immigration concerns. links! world’s refugees.

WWW.CWS.0rg

Episcopal Migration Ministries
www.episcopalchurch.orglemm
Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Service
www.lirs.org

The ESL Cafe

www.eslcafe.com

Ideas for students and teachers, ¢
well as an online forum and dozen
of activities for all English levels.

The Cultural Orientation Project
www.culturalorientation.net

A great site with ethnographic
and cultural information on
current and past refugee groups

Inte rfaith Refugee & Immigration Ministries
4753 North Broadway, Suite 401
Chicago, IL 60640
Phone: (773) 989-5647
Fax: (773) 989-0484
www.irim.org
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Hello IRIM Volunteers!

I am very happy to have this opportunity to
introduce myself to all of you. My name i
Susanna Ebiasah and | currently serve a:
Women's Program Specialist with IRIM’s
Women's Program. | am one of the
Americorps VISTA volunteers and began

my service in November 2005. My duties ﬁ?z?t?gnzarll; 323 ;(;gii::r:stt d, ple
include teaching ESL classes in Albany feel free 1o contact me at 773-989-

Park and Rogers Park as well as matchin . S
up volunteers to mentor women in our 5647 x226 or at sebiasah@irim.org.

program. |look forward to meeting each

The Women’'s Program is currently
recruiting volunteer teachers to teac
ESL classes to some of our refugee
and immigrant women in both our

Susanna Ebiasah (Right) and Anne
and every one of you (or as many as | ca Timothy at the Women’s Holiday party

during my time here at IRIM.
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Are you looking for ways to build upon or Pilsen Gads Hill Center
expand your skills as a tutor? Consider 1919 W. Cullerton
attending a Literacy Works training! As a 10:15 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
member organization, all IRIM tutors can March 18 & 25
attend the trainings at no cost. April 22 & 29
Introductory ESL Trainings: Register beforehand by calling Sara Koh
Howard Area Community Center at (773) 387-5902 or via email at
7638 N. Paulina literacyworks_pd@sbcglobal.net
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. For more information, visit
March 4 & 11 www.litworks.org
April 1 &8
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This winter, IRIM has been busy hostingand the children’s activity center, as well
a number of events and activities. as held mock job interviews, tutored, and

During the holidays, IRIM held both helped our clients in their computer clasg

Women's and Children’s holiday partiesThe Women’s Empowerment Program
The events were well attended, and all dfiad two great field trips: one downtown
our guests went home with special gifts.to see the Magnificent Mile Lights

On January 13th, IRIM welcomed 12 Festival and one to Chinatown to
Kraft employees who donated their time celebrate the Chinese New Year.
and talents for Kraft Cares Day. These

volunteers painted both of the classrooms

() = Tt
You give but little when you give of your possessili is when you give of yourself that you tigilye.
~Kahlil Gibran
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Celebrating Communities of Hope
On Thursday, April 27, 2006, IRIM will be holdingio
first fundraiser at St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Chwrc
Program to include refugee performances, musid,foo
and the chance to meet other friends of IRIM!
We need volunteers in all capacities for this évién
you are interest in getting involved, there willde
Volunteer Meeting held in the IRIM office at theroer
of Broadway and Lawrence on Saturday, April 8th at
2PM. Please contact Beth at (773) 989-5647 or
efulmer@irim.org if you plan on attending.
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Do you know what it takes to prepare for the adrofaa refugee family? To
make sure the family’'s transition to American Igeas smooth as possible,
IRIM must take great steps to provide them a cotalide, secure place to live
before they ever touch down in Chicago. Preparpagtments isn’t the only
job that must be done, IRIM must act as a welcoroorgmittee in the
neighborhood to make sure that each member ohthéyf gets a proper
orientation to the resources available to theninénarea. If you, your family,
your business, or your faith or community groujnierested in teaming up
for Pre-Arrival Preparation or sponsoring a refufgmily, contact Rick
Rybak at (773) 989-5647, or via email at rrybak@idrg

The Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation of Exaanst
welcomes the Mire-Afey family (from Somalia) at Gike¢
airport.

*

Kraft Cares Day, January 13, 2006
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